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a challenge and Right and Left combined to defeat the government
(November 23, 1923).
They hardly dared do otherwise with the country writhing
under the sacrifices it was condemned to bear if it was to be saved,
and filled with that perversity that makes the invalid swallow the
nauseous drug and throw the bottle at the nurse. The defeat
was a personal affront to Stresemann, the result of invalid's ill-
temper, and although the chancellor was perhaps unduly sen-
sitive to personal affronts he could not but wryly recognize that
it was in itself a sign that the invalid was less deadly ill than
he had been. There was no crisis. An election was constitutionally
due in a few months and so there was only a ministerial re-shuffle.
The same minority coalition carried on. Marx of the Centrum,
a mild man but an accomplished wirepuller, became chancellor;
Stresemann stayed on at the Foreign Office and the Reichstag,
satisfied with its cheap revenge, accorded the new cabinet a vote
of confidence by a majority greater than that by which it had
defeated its predecessor. Early in 1924 the Dawes Committee
began to draw up its reparations report.
The election campaign was at its height when the Dawes report
appeared. Until then it had been one rather of personalities than
of principles, but the report provided a fresh issue or perhaps,
rather, a fresh topic. The settlement arrived at was onerous, too
onerous, a compromise between political interest and economic
reality, but it was neither indefinite nor impossible. It was on
the whole much nearer to the German than to the Allied view
of what was possible; it certainly was an imposed settlement, but
the precedent of imposition by a joint select committee was a
clear gain; further revision was not excluded and default not only
could not be followed by individual "sanctions," but could, if
economically justifiable, be condoned. The report bulked largely
in the latter stages of the electoral battle, but it was not a decisive
factor in the result for the nation had had no time to digest its
contents. The battle was complicated by the unscrupulous use
made of it by the Nationalists, but was actually decided by the
accumulated and confused hatreds of the past years; the unfor-
tunate thing was that merely on chronological grounds it was

